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Burundi 


Burundi: President Urges Strengthening 
Government Institutions 


L.D2604072996 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1805 GMT 25 Apr 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) Burundi President Sylvestre 
Ntibantunganya has said the army, judiciary, and ter- 
ritorial administration will be strengthened to try and 
bring peace to the country. 


In a 40-minute address, broadcast by Burundi radio 
tonight, he said the police will be trained up and sent to 
all communes to cooperate with the civilian population, 
while the gendarmerie will assist the police. Meanwhile, 
the army will be posted at the country’s borders. 


He condemned the Hutu rebel movements and congrat- 
ulated the army for defending the country. He also said 
he is opposed to attempts to mobilize the youth for self- 
defense efforts and anyone who sets up such organiza- 
tions will be at variance with the state. 


Nubantunganya hailed the peace mission of former Tan- 
zanian President Julius Nyerere and uiged the support 
of the international community tor peace efforts in Bu- 
rundi. He also called for international assistance to neu- 
tralize the clandestine rebel Hutu station, Radio Democ- 
racy. 

Elsewhere, he said the work of the UN commission 


investigating the 1993 coup attempt should be speeded 
up and the perpetrators brought to justice. 


Ntibantunganya called for tolerance, saying the unity 
of Burundians is threatened by those who want to 
monopolize power. Peace will only come through the 
reform of the state instituuons, he added. 


Burundi: President Says Central Province To 
Receive New Governor 


FA2504174196 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 0430 GMT 25 Apr 96 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt} The head of state was yes- 
terday in Gitega Province [central Burundi], a province 
which has in the last few days been the site of crimes 
perpetrated by (word or words indistinct) of the Burun- 


dian people. 


On the first leg of his visit, President Ntubantunganya 
met the civil servants on duty in Gitega Province. After 
that, he came to Gitega stadium to deliver a message 
of comfort to the population. Our colleague (Moise 
Gahungwe) was in Gitega: 


{(Gahungwe)] They were not given the [new] Gitega 
provincial governor they expected so much. Gitega 
residents’ expectations from the head of state's visit 
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were so high, since the worrying security situation 
could not accomodate a vacuum at the head of this 
administrative unit [the province]. 


Meanwhile, the head of state held talks with civil 
servants working in Gitega Province. The question of 
the governor [who had left the province tor Bujumbura 
for security reasons] was high on the agenda, and 
President Nubantunganya promised to [words indistinct] 
Gitega residents a government team headed by the 
interior minister with the aim of conducting negotiauons 
aimed at selecting a new Gitega governor. And things 
are SO urgent that before Monday [29 April] Gitega will 
have to have a governor at its head. That new governor 
will not be necessarily a military man. [passage omitted] 


Burundi: Gitega Governor Not To Avoid Talks 
With Nyangoma 

FA2504194796 Bujumbura ABP in French 

0620 GMT 25 Apr 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} Bujumbura, 25 Apnl — 
The security situation in Gishubi, Makebuko, Buraza, 
Bukirasazi commune [all in Gitega province} and in 
the capital of Gitega [central Burundi] Province has 
deteriorated badly since 27 March 1996, Mr. Macaire 
Nahimana, the Gitega provincial governor, told ABP 
{Burundi News Agency] this morning. 


Mr. Nahimana said that Gishubi, Makebuko, Buraza and 
Bukirasazi communes of Gitega Province have become, 
since 27 March 1996, real battlefields between the Tutsi- 
dominated Burundian Army and Leonard Nyangoma’s 
Hutu rebels. 


“The provincial capital is experiencing an unprece- 
dented state of insecurity caused by Tutsi militias and 
certain elements of the national army. Hutus living there 
were compelled to flee — some of them to the moun- 
tains overlooking the town while others to the capt- 
tal, Butimbura. Only Tutsis protected by the Army and 
Tutsi 1 .tias are remaining in the capital [of Gitega 
Province]", he added. [passage omitted] 


Governor Macaire Nahimana, who 1s currently carrying 
out his duty from Bujumbura, also said that negotiations 
with rebel [leader] Leonard Nyangoma could no longer 
he avoided. 


He also insisted on saying that he remained the Gitega 
province governor [he left the province for security 
reasons] and that he would return there when conditions 
were again favorable. 


This report may contain copynghted material Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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Cameroon 


Cameroon: Extradition to Belgium of ‘Brains’ 
Behind Rwandan Genocide Viewed 


BR2504145696 Brussels LE SOIR in French 
25 Apr 96 p8 


[Report by Colette Braeckman: “Rwanda: Bagosora 
Extradited to Brussels on 4 May?’ | 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt) Will Rwandan Colonel 
Theoneste Bagosora, sought by both Brussels and 
Kigali, finally be extradited to Belgium by the 
Cameroonian authorities’? His lawyer, De Temmerman, 
affirms and gives the reassurance that the “brains 
behind the genocide” will be able to take the plane to 
Belgium on 4 May! [passage omitted] 


Awaited in Belgium by the families of the Blue Helmets 
and a public which is anxious to finally find out what 
happened in Kigali during those tragic hours which 
marked the start of the genocide, Colonel Bagosora 1s 
awaited with even more impatience by the Rwandan 
judiciary and public opinion. In Rwanda, the victims of 
the ensuing apocalypse are estimated in their hundreds 
of thousands. 


It is in the hope of gaining his extradition to Rwanda that 
the Rwandan Foreign Minister is currently in Yaounde 
where he is trying to explain his country’s point of view 
and impress its rights upon the Cameroon judiciary. 


But for both Kigali and Brussels it seems premature to 
believe that Bagosora will be leaving Cameroon so soon. 
The Yaounde court which 1s to decide his fate will not 
be meeting until 3 May, after which the final decision 
will rest with President Paul Byia. The Cameroon press 
believes that the court's deliberations will take some 
time, and that unless secret negotiations have already 
been held it is highly unlikely that the colonel will be 
leaving the country on 4 May. [passage omitted] 


Central African Republic 


Central African Republic: Spokesman on Reasons 
for Dismissal of Army Chief 


AB2504181096 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 24 Apr 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} A change has been made at the 
head of the Central African Republic [CAR] Army. 
General Gombadi, chief of general staff has handed 
over to his deputy, Colonel Regonessa. This change, 
decided by President Ange-Felix Patasse, according to 
many sources, is a result of the bloody mutiny which 
took place last week in Bangui. It would be recalled 
that some 100 CAR soldiers went into the streets to 
demand the payment of salary arrears. Concerning the 
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change at the head of this Army, here is what Alfred 
Moleko, spokesman at the presidency, told Francois-Luc 
Moukouangul: 


[Begin recording] [Moleko] According to our consutu- 
tion, the head of state is also the commander in chiet 
of the Armed Forces, and as such, he ts constitutionally 
responsible for what happened and politically concerned 
about what happened. That is why he deemed it his duty 
to take the most suitable steps to assure his Army and 
his people. 


{Moukouangui] Is it the only change or should one 
expect a purge within the Army” 


{Moieko] Well, that is a rather delicate question, which 
in My Opinion stems from the discretionary powers ot 
the head of state. [end recording] 


Rwanda 


Rwanda: Crimes Tribunal Indictments Expected in 
May; Trial in Jul 


£A2604103396 Kigali Radic Rwanda in English 
OS1S GMT 26 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Facilities to be used by the in- 
ternational crimes tribunal on Rwanda in Arusha. Tan- 
zania, are now being put in place. The first indictments 
to be received by the tribunal are (Georges Rutaganda), 
who was the vice president of the Interahamwe youth 
wing, and (Jean-Paul Akayizo), who was bourgmestre of 
(Tawa) commune in Gitarama prefecture. Both men are 
accused of crimes against humanity committed during 
the 1994 genocide in Rwanda and are currently under 
detention in Zambia. The indictments are expected early 
next month and on 24th May. The suspects will appear 
to [as heard] the tribunal's prosecutors but the tribunal 
proceedings will begin in July. 


Zaire 


Zaire: Mobutu in Paris; Opposition Leader on 
Transition Period 


AB2404205896 Libreville Africa No. 1] in French 
1215 GMT 24 Apr 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} The issue of the transition period 
in Zaire could be disccussed today in Pans by the 
Zairian head of state, Mobutu Sese Seko, during the 
talks he will hold today with his French counterpart 


Meanwhile in Zaire, each political leader is busy taking 
stock of the six years of transition period. For example. 
for Albert Mende the leader of the Congolese Nationa! 
Movement-Lumumha, the Zainan opposition is some- 
what demobilized and according to him, this 1s a good 
thing for Mobutu. 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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{Begin Mende recording] We initiated some popular and 
insutuuonal activiues such as the national sovereign 
conterence. We decided to impose a relatively stable 
transition period, which would not be that long, how- 
ever, that could lead to the establishment of democratic 
institutions for the third Republic through free and fair 
elections. The impression I have today after six years of 
efforts, is that the oppostion is at the end of its tether, 
out of breath and is still trying to find its way. | have 
the impression that the power of the second Republic 
that 1s represented by Marshal Mobutu is now gathering 
momentum and this is a subject of deep concern to us. 
[end recording] 


Zaire: Aides Disclose Topics of Chirac’s Meeting 
With Mobutu 


AB2504214396 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 25 Apr 96 


[From the “Afncan News” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] It has been confirmed in Paris 
that President Mobutu of Zaire has had a meeting with 
President Chirac. Aides to Mr. Chirac said the two 
leaders had discussed plans for elections in Zaire and the 
situation on the border with Rwanda, where hundreds 
of thousands of Rwandan refugees have taken shelter. 
Mr. Chirac’s office had previously refused to confirm 
that there be any meeting. 


The Zairian opposition group, the Union for Democracy 
and Social Progress, described the meeting as inoppor- 
tune. France has refused President Mobutu official visit 
since 1984 jn protest of human rights abuses in Zaire 
and lack of political reform. 


Zaire: Leading Members of Presidential Group 
Form Own Party 

AB 2504140996 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 25 Apr 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] In Zaire, President Mobutu's po- 
litical group has broken up. One of the leaders of the 
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group, Kinshasa Mayor Bernardin Mungul Diaka, has 
formed his own party, the Front for Conquering Democ- 
racy [Front pour la Conquete de la Democratie, FCD]. 
Here is report by Kamanda wa Kamanda Muzembe. 


[Begin Muzembe recording] There ts finally a split 
within the Political Forces of the Conclave, the other 
name tor the presidential group in Zaire. Bernardin 
Mungul Diaka, Christophe Mbenge, and Cleophas 
Kamitatu, who are all politicians belonging to the 
1960's, and some other trends say that they have 
lett the head of state’s political group for good. The 
constituent statement of the FCD, the new platform, 
condemns the bipolarization in the country’s politcal 
life, which the document says should only be circum- 
stantial and should, therefore, not in any way be raised 
to the status of a legal code. 


Frustrated by the inequalities, unconstitutionalities, dis- 
regard among allies, and bottlenecks which are harmful 
to the smooth functioning of the democratic process, the 
initiators of the front promise to fight for a change of the 
political regime by freeing the people of all the afteref- 
fects of the present dictatorship. The front reserves the 
right to present a candidate other than Marshall Mobutu 
in the forthcoming presidential election. As far as this 
group is concerned, the reform of the Army and other 
security forces 1s a prerequisite for the holding of the 
general elections adding that the local, provincial, and 
parliamentary ones should precede the presidential poll. 


Furthermore, the FCD is calling for the formation of 
a broad- based government of national unity, which 1s 
open to all political persuasions that are truly repre- 
sented in the country and the various social forces tak- 
ing into consideration their geopolitical representation, 
This should also apply to the National Elecuon Com- 
mission, which must be headed by an organization that 
has no presidential aspirations. [end recording] 


This report may contain copyrighted maternal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 
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Djibouti 


Djibouti: Minister Asks Eritrean Government To 
Withdraw New Map 


AB2604113996 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 26 Apr 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) Djibouti Foreign Minister Mo- 
hamed Moussa Chehem has asked the Eritrean Govern- 
ment to withdraw the new Eritrean map it has edited 
and which includes part of Djibouti territory. These two 
countries in the Horn of Africa are locked in a border 
dispute after Djibouti accused Eritrean forces of opening 
fire on Djibouti positions in the Ras Doumeira region at 
the extreme north of the country on 16 April. 


Eritrea 


Eritrea: President Receives French Mediator Over 
Conflict With Yemen 


LD2504192096 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1730 GMT 25 Apr 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} On the Yemen-Eritrean conflict, 
the Eritrean President Isaias Afwerki has received the 
French diplomat Francis Gutmann, who is mediating in 
the conflict about sovereignty over the Hanish archi- 
pelago in the Red Sea. This is the fourth time that the 
French ambassador has been to the region since Jan- 
uary. 


As you will recall, the conflict about the Hanish 
archipelago degenerated into an armed conflict in mid- 
December. 
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Uganda 


Uganda: Kony Rebels Declare Unilateral 
Cease-Fire for Elections 


AB2604104296 Nairobi EAST AFRICAN STANDARD 
in English 25 Apr 96 p 3 


[Report by Xavier Lugaga: "LRM Supports Sse- 
mogerere for Top Post’] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lord Resistance Movement 
[Joseph Kony’s Lord’s Resistance Army] opposed to 
the government of [President and presidential candidate] 
Yoweri Museveni yesterday declared its support for 
Opposition candidate Pau! Ssemogerere. 


At the same time, the movement — which has waged 
military war against Museveni's regime — declared a 
unilateral cease-fire to allow free and fair elections to 
take place. In two separate statements, the movement 
said, unlike Museveni, Ssemogerere was fighting to 
re-establish genuine and absolute peace in the entire 
country. 


"Ssemogerere’s peace plan is tangible because he needs 
to get it democratically by involving all Ugandans 
commited to peace,” a statement signed by Dr. James 
Obita said. 


Dr. Obita, who is the movement's secretary for external 
affairs and mobilization, said the ceasefire — which 
takes effect 26th April (tomorrow) — will remain in 
force if Uganda troops not attack them or act in a 
manner to suggest they are about to move into acuon. 


This report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
1s prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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South Africa: Zulu King’s Wife, Daughter Shot, 
Stabbed in Attack 


MB2504202396 Johannesburg SABC 1 Television 
Network in English 2000 GMT 25 Apr 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) King Goodwill Zwelithini's 
wife and daughter have been shot and wounded. Queen 
Mamaithe and Princess Sibusile Zwelithini are in a 
serious condition afler being shot and attacked with 
knobkieries and knives in their KwaMashu home north 
of Durban. They have been admitted to City Hospital. 
Both women have sustained head injuries and have 
bullets and stab wounds. Four other people who were 
working in the Zwelithini household escaped with minor 
injuries. 

The attack comes in the wake of threats to the Zulu 
monarch. Just last week King Goodwill Zwelithini 
revealed at a meeting in Durban that he was aware of 
threats to his life. Princess Sibusile was said to have 
been preparing for a fashion show tomorrow when the 
incident occurred. [passage omitted] 


South Africa: ANC Condemns Attack on Zulu 
King’s Wife, Daughter 


MB2504210496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2005 GMT 25 Apr 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} DURBAN April 25 SAPA — 
A wife and daughter of Zulu King Goodwill Zwelithini 
were allegedly attacked by a group men in KwaMashu 
north of Durban on Thursday. 


Unconfirmed reports said Queen Mamathe and Princess 
Sibusile had come under attack about 7.40pm. Three 
other people were wounded when about 30 armed men 
descended on Zwelithini’s house. Police spokesman Dir 
Bala Naidoo said he was aware of the allegations, but 
couid not immediately confirm them. 


The African National Congress condemned the attack. 
“The reported assault on King Zwelithini’s wife by 
alleged Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] members is an 
attack on the dignity of the Zulu royal family in 
particular and the entire African royalty in general,” said 
ANC spokesman Ronnie Mamoepa. "If the allegations 
against the IFP members are true the IFP’s claim 
to respecting Zulu culture tradition and custom rings 
hallow in the light of these allegations.” 


It would be unfortunate if political groups had orches- 
trated the attack to “obtain political objectives.” The 
attack had been cowardly because the victims were 
unarmed defenceless women. “The ANC expresses its 
sympathies to her majesty and the king and the entire 
royal family.” The ANC hoped the authorities would 
bring the attackers to justice. 
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South Africa: Mandela ‘Horrified’ by Attack; 
Premier Mdlalose Responds 


MB2604064196 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0510 GMT 26 Apr 96 


[From the "AM Live" program, presented by Sally 
Burdette] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Burdette] KwaZulu/Natal is 
still in shock after last night's attack, in which two 
members of the Zulu royal family were shot and hacked. 
Queen Buhle Mamathe II and her daughter S:busile 
were serious injured during the attack on Zulu King 
Goodwill Zwelithini’s home in KwaMashu. Earlier, we 
asked KwaZulu/Na.al Premier Frank Mdlalose if he had 
any information on a possible motive for the attack. 


[Begin Mdlalose recording] There is no evidence that 
any specific, particular political party is responsible for 
this — certainly not at the moment, as far as the police 
are concerned. The provincial commissioner has been 
instructed by me to leave no stone unturned to find out 
who the perpetrators of this crime are, and they must 
be called to book, whoever they are. It is only when we 
know who they are, where they come from, what it's 
all about, that we can say, oh, it may be a political 
crime by so-and-so. But just now, what we have to 
find out is, who are the perpetrators of this heinous 
crime. Now, when I hear people like Dumisane Mkhayi 
saying the province is run by criminals, | again feel 
very much outraged, because | think these are some of 
the irresponsible statements given by people who ought 
to know that they can only inflame the atmosphere and 
cause more harm. [end recording] 


[Burdette] That was KwaZulu/Natal Premier Frank Md- 
lalose. We also spoke to presidential spokesperson Parks 
Mankahlana and asked him what President Mandela's 
reaction was to the attack on King Zwelithini’s family. 


[Begin Mankahlana recording] Well, the president was 
horrified, and angered by the attack on the family of 
His Majesty the king, and it’s clear that this was a 
politically motivated attack, because of the utterances 
that the attackers are alleged to have made, that the king 
and the queen and family were siding with the ANC, 
and that they had invited communists to a function 
that is planned for today. It's clear that these people 
had political motives. It also raises the question of also 
improvir * the security of the family of the king in its 
entirety, because it’s clear that there are people that 
are out to plunge that province further and further into 
chaos and violence. The president is obviously upset 
and angered by this, and we can assure the family and 
the residents of the province that these perpetrators of 
this act are going to be punished fully. [end recording] 


This report may cor *ain copyrighted maternal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 


South Africa: Buthelezi Rejects ANC Charge of 
IFP Role in Royal Attack 


MB2604114796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1140 GMT 26 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town April 26 SAPA 
— Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi on Friday morning visited Zulu King Good- 
will Zwelithini to express his and his party's shock over 
Thurday evening's attack on the Zulu royal house in 
KwaMashu near Durban. 


Buthelezi in a statement sa.d he had visited the king 
at the KwaKhangelamankengane palace in KwaZulu/ 
Natal early on Friday morning. He was accompanied 
by KwaZulu/Natal Premier Frank Mdlalose, Chief N J 
Ngubane, Prince Gideon Zulu and V T Zulu. 


The IFP supported Mdlalose’s steps, in his capacity as 
the province's safety and security MEC [member of the 
Executive Council], to order a high level investigation 
into the attack and the offer of R250,000 reward 
for information leading to the arrest of the culprits, 
Buthelezi said. “We will not rest until the cowardly 
perpetrators of this foul deed are caught, convicted and 
punished.” 


Buthelezi said he rejected with contempt the ANC’s 
accusation that the IFP was linked to the attack. “This 
Outrageous attack was Clearly perpetrated by forces 
inimical to the entire Zulu nation,” Buthelezi said, 
adding whoever was responsible should be apprehended 
and charged. 


“Until the law has run its course, we demand that the 
ANC desist from staging a trial and conviction of the 
IFP by media. We have noted and taken umbrage at the 
statment by Mr Dumisani Makhaye (ANC KwaZulu/ 
Natal spokesman) that this province is run by criminals.” 


It had been the ANC that had politicised the position of 
the Zulu king and it was the ANC that should bear the 
consequences of “present:..g His Majesty as a target of 
attack trom the political or criminal fringes”. 


South Africa: KwaZulu IFP Accuses ANC of Plot 
To Assassinate Candidates 


MB2504164596 Johannesburg “ \fm Radio Network 
in English 1400 GMT 25 Apr 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text} The IFP [Inkatha Freedom 
Party} in KwaZulu/Natal says it has evidence of an 
ANC plot to assassinate IFP election candidates in 
KwaMashu, north of Durban. 


In a statement, IFP spokesperson Ed Tillet claims the 
alleged plot was discussed at an ANC meeting in 
KwaMashu on 21 April. Police spokesperson Vishnu 
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Naidoo says the police are not aware of the threats but 
are investigaung. Earlier, Mr. Tillet said the police had 
confirmed the death threats in the meeting at which the 
alleged plot was discussed. 


Meanwhile, ANC spokesperson Dumisani Makhaye 
says since the ANC exposed irregularities in the voter's 
roll, the IFP is manuf (uring excuses to withdraw from 
the elections. Speaking to SABC [South African Broad- 
casting Corporation} News in Durban, Mr. Makhaye dis- 
missed the allegations against his party as blatant lies. 


South Africa: Mandela Defends COSATU’s 
Planned Strike 


MB2604110796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1101 GMT 25 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg April 26 SAPA 
— President Nelson Mandela on Friday said the national 
strike called by the Congress of South African Trade 
Unions [COSATU] for Tuesday next week would not 
be called off, but he did not believe the strike would 
have a negative impact on the economy. 


Speaking at a joint press conference in Johannesburg 
with COSATU General-Secretary Sam Shilowa, Man- 
dela said it would be premature to call for the cancella- 
tion of the strike before the African National Congress’ 
meeting with the National Party on Sunday to discuss 
the lockout clause in the constitution. COSATU called 
the strike to demand the exclusion from the final consti- 
tution of a clause allowing employers to lock out strik- 
ing employees. 


Mandela said it was for logistical reasons in any case 
too late to call off the strike. The president said the ANC 
supported the strike, but not the government as such. 


Referring to COSATU, Mandela said: “We fought the 
elections together.” Under the circumstances the ANC 
could not be expected to be indifferent to the needs of 
its al,.es in labour. 


Mandela said black workers were stili disadvantaged in 
terms of parity with their white colleagues, and warned 
business not to carry out threats to fire those who 
participated in the strike. 


“The principle of no work, no pay is an answer for 
employers,” he said. 


The strike would not be confrontational, Mandela said, 
but would serve to inform workers of the progress made 
in constitutional negotiations. 


Mandela referred to a statement issued on Thurs- 
day night in which the ANC and its tripartite allies, 
COSATU and the South African Communist Party 


This report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners. 
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[SACP], had been in broad agreement that the need 
for strikes could be obviated if solutions to outstand- 
ing constitutional issues could be found. Mandela said 
he had discussed the strike with business leaders Harry 
Oppenheimer, Anton Rupert, Mike Levitt of Old Mu- 
tual and Marinus Daling of Sanlam, along with Shilowa 
and Chris Stals, governor of the Reserve Bank. 


The business leaders had all committed themselves to 
stablising the economy, Mandela said. He had also made 
certain recommendations to Stals, which he declined to 
make public at this stage. 


Mandeia said in a bid to calm markets, the ANC/ 
COSATU/SACP statement issued on Thursday night 
would be circulated to embassies and financial institu- 
tions worldwide. 


Mandela spoke ahead of a planned march by COSATU 
members through Johannesburg on Friday. 


South Africa: Mandela Comments on Currency 
Situation, COSATU Strike 


MB2504132196 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1100 GMT 25 Apr 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] President Nelson Mandela has 
moved to assure South Africans about the falling value 
of the rand. Speaking at his office at Tuynhuys in Cape 
Town, President Mandela said the currency would firm. 
He said he had been given this assurance by Reserve 
Bank Governor Chris Stals. 


[Begin Mandela recording] The dollar has strengthened 
against all currencies, so we must not look at this as 
something unique. I have said before that I'm confident 
that the rand will firm, and I would urge all of you noi 
to have any alarm in this regard. [end recording] 


Regarding the proposed strike by COSATU (Congress 
of South African Trade Unions], President Mandela 
called on investors not to be worried. He said investors 
knew that it was reasonable for workers to strive for 
parity in all respects with their white counterparts. Mr. 
Mandela adged that investors were shrewd business 
people, who knew the background of South Africa. 


South Africa: Chamber of Busines Requests 
Mandela Meeting on Fall of Rand 


MB2604123096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1209 GMT 26 Apr 96 


({FBIS Transcribed Text) Johannesburg April 26 SAPA 
— The South African Chamber of Business [SACOB] 
on Friday requested an urgent meeting with President 
Nelson Mandela to discuss the “serious crisis of confi- 
dence” developing as a result of the sharp drop in the 
value of the rand. 
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SACOB President Rudi Heine said in a statement the 
chamber had requested Mandela to urgently meet rep- 
resentatives of the chamber and other major employer 
bodies to discuss the threat which the present situation 
posed to national interest. 


“Such a meetung would hopefully he!> to identity mea- 
sures that will be confidence-bu’ ding,” Heine added 


He said while several economical fundamentals were 
still positive, in SACOB's view three important Causes 
for the present loss of confidence which the markets 
were reflecting were: 


— Fears over the extent to which the final constitution 
would protect property rights and the balance of power 
in industrial relations; 


— the proposed national strike by the Congress of South 
Atrican Trade Unions, which ignored the democratic 
process and other consensus-seeking and negotiating 
structures of which it was a part; and 


— uncertainty and violence surrounding the forthcom- 
ing elections in KwaZulu/Natal. 


"The collapse of the rand against all major curren- 
cies will impact negatively on this country’s growth 
prospects in the future — unless the government takes 
further steps to regain the confidence of the markets 
quickly,” Heine said. 


"A failure to address these issues at the political 
level soon could necessitate a sharp rise in interest 
rates that would further dent domestic business and 
consumer sentiment, and which would undoubtedly 
serve to accelerate the slow-down in the economy.’ 


He said recent figures confirming that South Africa was 
failing to create sufficient employment and indicating 
that the economic upturn had already levelled oft, 
Suggested that the country was a long way from 
achieving the necessary growth and employment targets 
the government had set for itself. 


In SACOB's view, a key pre-requisite for attaining 
these objectives was a stable, predictable environment 
that eliminated as much off the risk from business and 
investment decisions as possible. 


"The national interest requires that all major stakehold- 
ers should gear their words and deeds to mutually re- 
inforce the ability of South Africa to meet the tremen- 
dous economic and social challenges facing the coun- 
try,” Heine said. 
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South Africa: CA’s Ramaphosa ‘Confident’ of 
Meeting 8 May Deadline 


MB2504164496 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1400 GMT 25 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Members of the Constitutional 
Committee will be sitting late into the night for the 
next few days to consider proposed amendments to the 
final text. They have until Monday afternoon [29 April] 
to finalize these deliberations, although the process 
has already proved itself to be quite flexible "egarding 
deadlines. Jannie van Rensburg has the details: 


{Begin van Rensburg recording] The first deadline for 
submitting proposed amendments for the Constitution 
was yesterday at 12 noon. It was later moved to seven 
PM, then to seven o'clock this morning, and finally 
to 10 AM. Subsequently, it was decided that further 
amendments to the Constitution were possible while 
those already submitted were being considered. CA 
{Constitutional Assembly} Chairman Cyril Ramaphosa 
said he was confident the deadline for adopting the final 
Constitution on May & would be kept despite the flexible 
approach to the whole process. [end recording] 


South Africa: Bomb Explodes at Islamic School in 
Vryheid 


MB2504115596 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1007 GMT 25 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG April 25 
SAPA — A bomb exploded at an Islamic school 
in Vryheid in northern KwaZulu-Natal on Thursday 
morning, ten minutes before about 50 children were due 
to attend their pre-dawn prayer meeting. 


No-one was injured but extensive damage was caused to 
the administration building, SABC radio news reported. 


Police spokesman Col Henry Enslin said the perpetra- 
tors cut through a fence and placed the explosive device 
outside the building. 


South Africa: Jordan's King Husayn Arrives in 
Johannesburg 


JN2504210496 Amman Radio Jordan Network 
in Arabic 2000 GMT 25 Apr 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] His Majesty King Husayn ar- 
rived in South Africa's commercial capital, Johannes- 
burg, today on a visit of several days. His Majesty 
will lead the Jordanian delegation to the ninth United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, UNC- 
TAD, which will open on 27 April. His Majesty will 
meet with South African President Nelson Mandela. 
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South Africa: Botswana’s Masire, Mandela 
‘Pleased’ With Relations 


MB2504164696 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1556 GMT 25 Apr 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA April 25 SAPA 
— President Nelson Mandela and President Ketumile 
Masire of Botswana said at the end of Masire’s three- 
day state visit to South Africa on Thursday they were 
pleased with ‘he way relations between their countries 
had progressed. 


They said relations were excellent and there was in- 
creased cooperation in agriculture, education, tourism, 
defence, water affairs and electricity supplies. Setting 
up a permanent joimt Commission on Cooperation, dis- 
cussed when Mandela visited Botswana last year, was 
progressing well. There was also progress in conclud- 
ing an agreement on economic cooperation, defetice and 
security. 


The two leaders reaffirmed their commitment to regional 
cooperation. They appealed to African leaders and the 
international community to intensify efforts to normalise 
the situations in Liberia aiid Nigeria peacefully. 


South Africa: Botswana’s Masire Urges Country 
To Build Democracy 


MB2504145496 Gaborone Radio Sotswana Network 
in English 1110 GMT 25 Apr 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] The president, Sir Ketumile 
Masire, says Batswana co.tinue to urge all their South 
African neighbors to build their democracy. 


He was speaking today in Pietersburg, Northern 
Province, on the last day of his official visit to South 
Africa. The president said the foundations that South 
Africans have laid down can only lead them to greater 
heights of political and economic success. He said that 
the country’s effort of integration of all communities 
are succeeding despite resistance to change by some 
groups in the communiues. Sir Ketumile said a demo- 
cratic system of government is never the easiest of 
political systems because it can be used at times by the 
minority to hold the majority at ransom, but, he said, 
its strength and durability lie in its force and its ability 
to persuade rather than to press its dissenters. 


Present at the meeting were the premier of the Northern 
Province, Mr. Ngoako Ramathlodi, the mayor and coun- 
cillors of Pietersburg, and members of the legislature. 
The president returns °* Pretoria this afternoon to attend 
a reception hosted by Botswana's high commissioner to 
South Africa. He's expected back home (his evening. 
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Benin 


Benin: Men Accused of Plotting Against Fermer 
Regime released 

AB2504 132996 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 25 Apr 96 


{FBIS Translated Text) In Benin, 11 people accused 
of plotting against former President Nicephore Soglo 
were released yesterday. They include former President 
Maurice Kouandete, who was in power in 1969 and 
is considered to be close to current President Mathieu 
Kerekou. Colonel! Souleye Dankoro was also released 
yesterday. He was accused along with some accomplices 
of taking pari in the November 1995 rocket attack 
on the [Cotonou] conference center, the venue for the 
Francophone heads of state summit. 


Benin: Attorney General Says Army Officer’s 
Release Not Political 


AB2604080096 Cotonou Office de 
Radiodiffusion-Television du Benin Radio in French 
1930 GMT 25 Apr 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text) Colonel Sule Dankoro and 
six other Beninese were freed on 23-24 April 1996. 
Some of them were involved in the attack on the 
Cotonou International Conference Center while others 
were involved in a plot against state security. Is their 
release the consequence of political intervention? No, 
according to Attorney General Lucien Degeno contacted 
on the line today by George Amlon. He stressed that 
Col. Dankoro and the others are on bail, which means 
that the judicial process continues its normal course. 
Some detainees were, however, refused bail. Lucien 
Degeno explains: 


[Being recording] ([Degeno] In accordance with the 
provisions of the criminal code, a number of detainees 
applied for bail and some of them were granted bail. 


{Amlon] Mr. Sule Dankoro is one of them? 


[Degeno] Yes, Sule Dankoro is one of them, but ‘hiv 
does not mean that the docket is closed. The ’ 
judicial process is under way and at the right tinm (« 
competent jurisdictions will decide. 


[Amlon] Mr. Lolo Sidia is still under detention? 


[Degeno] Yes, Lolo Sidia is still being detained because 
his application for bail was rejected. The same fate has 
befallen those involved in the plot against state security. 


In all, 12 persons applied for bail and the judge granted 
bail to seven, rejecting bail for five others. 


{[Amion} Are you assuring us that no political pressure 
was Srought to bear to effect the release? 
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(Degeno] Not at all. The criminal code stipulates that at 
any stage of the judicial process, those in preventive 
detention can apply to the trial judge for bail. [end 
recording] 


Benin: Cabinet Suspends President Suglo’s Decrees 
of 2 April 


AB2504162596 Cotonou Office de 
Radiodiffusion-Television du Benin Radio in French 
0615 GMT 25 Apr 96 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt] The interior, finance, plan- 
ning, Commerce, youth, justice, and national education 
ministers have embarked on a shake-up of their min- 
istries. At yesterday's cabinet meeting, they put forward 
norainations for officials for certain positions of author- 
ity within their ministries. These were accepted. Prior to 
that, the cabinet suspended over [words indistinct] de- 
Crees on miscellaneous measures issued on 2 April by 
the former regime. Culture and Communications Min- 
ister Timothee Zanou has the cabinet report: 


(Begin Zanc recording) The cabinet met today in 
Cotonou. The cabinet adopted several draft decrees on: 


1. The suspension of the enactment of Decree No. (?96- 
64) of 2 April on the special appointment of civilians 
and soldiers into the Beninese National Order. 


2. The suspension of the enactment of Decree No. 96- 
65 of 2 April on the appointment oi officers as special 
service chiefs of the president of the Republic. 


3. The suspension of the enactment of Decree Nos. 96- 
66 to 71 of 2 April on the promotion of some Beninese 
civilians and soldiers within the various Beninese Na- 
tional Orders. 


4. The suspension of the enactment of Decree Nos. 96- 
72, 96-74. and 96-81 of 2 April on the appointment of 
the director of the Rural Development Ministry. 


$. The suspension of the enactment of Decree Nos. 96- 
76 and 96-77 of 2 April on the appointment of officials 
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation. 


6. The suspension of the enactment of Decrees No. 96- 
78 and 96-79 of 2 April on appointments and [words 
indistinct] to the Justice and Human Rights Ministry. 


7. The suspension of enactment of Decree No. 96-80 of 
2 April on the appointment of director of the aid fund 
for culture and entertainment at the Ministry of Culture 
and Communication. 


8. The suspension of the enactment of Decree Nos. 96- 
82 and 96-83 of 2 April on the appointment on the 
director of the road fund and the director of the national 
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center for road safety at the Public Works and Transport 
Ministry 


Y. The suspension of the enactment of Decree No. 96- 
87 of 2 April on retaining the National Gendarmerie 
brigadier. 


10. The suspension of the enactment of Decree Nos. 
96-90 and 96- 126 on the reconstitution of careers of 
soldiers who benefited from the Amnesty Law No. 90- 
028 of 9 October 1990. 


11. The suspension of the enactment of Decree Nos. 
96-91 and 96- 99 of 2 April on the appointment 
and promotion of soldiers of various ranks within the 
National Defense Ministry. 


12. The suspension of enactment of Decree No. 96-84 of 
2 April on the appointment of Commissioners for state 
companies and (offices). 


13. The suspension of enactment of Decree No. 96- 
117 of 2 April on the granting of qualification bonuses 
for officers of the Beninese Armed Forces who hold 
diplomas or certificates in military training. 


14. The suspension of the enactment of Decree No. 96- 
118 of 2 April setting national grants and financial perks 
for teachers of the National University of Benin who are 
being trained abroad. [passage omitted] 


Finally, the following appointments were made: Upon 
recommendation from the minister of interior, security, 
and territorial administration, Mr. Godfrey Johnson was 
appointed permanent undersecretary at the ministry. Mr. 
Gustave A. Kpadonou Loko was appointed private sec- 
retary at the ministry. Pierre Clavere Bodoure Kodonou 
police chief has been appointed National Police director 
general. (passage omitted] [end recording] 


Ghana 


Ghana: Foreign Minister Says Accra ‘Tired’, ‘Fed 
Up’ With Liberia 

AB2504163996 London BBC World Service 

in English 1505 GMT 25 Apr 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} For the past few days, a 
gossamer-thin cease-fire has been more or less in place 
in the Libenan capital Monrovia, which has been 
thrown into an abyss of chaos and destruction for 
nearly two weeks, while Krahn supporters of ousted 
faction leade. Roosevelt Johnson fought it out with 
militias of Alhaji Kromah and Charles Taylor. The 
Liberian peace process was in tatters. All the efforts 
of ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States], ECOMOG [ECOWAS Cease-Fire Monitoring 
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Group], and chairman — Ghana's President Rawlings 
— had apparently come to nothing. Now, it has been 
confirmed that two Ghanaian soldiers of ECOMOG 
were killed in the cross-fire during the Monrovia battles, 
and there are those who think it’s ume for ECOWAS 
and ECOMOG to give up and pull out. Well, Ghana's 
Foreign Minister Obed Asamoah has been in London 
this week. Robin White asked him if he thought it was 
time to quit Liberia. 


{Begin recording} [Asamoah]} Well, to tell you the truth, 
we are tired. If there is anybody wlio can come and 
relieve us oi the problem, we would be quite happy. 


[White] Who do you like to come? 


{[Asamoah] I don't know. Im: ., 
be examined. 


ood offer can 


[White] Some people seem i ‘k and Liberians — 
indeed many of them — are ‘iigiig the Amiericans to 
come in in a big way. 


{Asamoah] The fact is the Americans will not move in. 
If you remember what happened to them in Somalia, and 
considering that this is an election year in the United 
States, they are not going to move in. 


{White} Somalia is very different from Libena, isn't it? 


[Asamoah]} I don’t know about that. I mean it's very 
different only in the sense that they are trying to get at 
these warlords in the city. This time they may have to 
get the warlords in the bush. That is even more difficult. 


[White] Liberians actually like Americans. Somalis 
never liked Americans. 


[Asamoah] I don’t believe that any of the warlords 
wanted Americans to detect to them. That is quite 
different from what the average Liberian would want. 


[White] Some say a couple of thousand marines on the 
streets of Monrovia, that would solve the problem. 


{Asamoah] I don’t think they would solve the problem. 
You would have to have a lot more troops in the country. 
You would have to secure a lot more safe havens, you 
would have to secure the disarmament of the fighters 
before everything can be alright. 


[White] Liberians would not shoot at Americans, it's 
argued. 


{[Asamoah] I don’t know about that and I don’t think 
the Americans want to find out. 


[White] Personally, are you fed up with Liberia? 


[Asamoah] Yes, I am. I think everybody is fed up. | 
think it’s getting too long. You know, we have been 


This report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 


FBIS-AFR-96-062 
26 April 1996 


there since 1990. We had expected that we would get a 
quick agreement among the leaders so that there would 
be elections and then we can go back home, and we 
are still there and one agreement after another doesn't 
work. So certainly everybody is getting tired. 


[White] What about President Rawlings? 


[Asamoah] I don’t know about his personal feelings, but 
I am quite sure that as a leader of a country if he knows 
that the majority of the people would like to get out, he 
would want to do that. 


{White} The majority of Ghanaians want that? 
{[Asamoah] I believe that, yes. [end recording] 


Ghana: Ghanaian-led ECOWAS Delegation Arrives 
in Liberia for Talks 


AB2504175596 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1300 GMT 25 Apr 96 


{[FBiS Transcribed Text) Another delegation of the 
chairman of ECOWAS [Economic Community of West 
African States], President Rawlings, is in Liberia for 
talks on how to stabilize the cease-fire that came 
into force last week following two weeks of fighting 
in the capital, Monrovia. The delegation, led by the 
deputy minister of foreign affairs, Dr. Mohamed ibn 
Chambas, is made up of the Armed forces chief of staff, 
Brigadier Francis Agyemfra, and the deputy director of 
the OAU Desk at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Dr. 
William Banfo. The delegation held discussions with the 
U.S. negotiating team on measures to assist ECOMOG 
[ECOWAS Cease-Fire Monitoring Group) to fulfill its 
mission more effectively. They also discussed steps at 
resolving the Roosevelt Johnson affair. The leader of 
the U.S. team, Mr. William Twadell, who is the deputy 
assistant secretary of state, assured the ECOWAS team 
that the U.S. is committed to cooperating with the 
ECOWAS in bringing peace to Liberia within the 
framework of the Abuja accord. He pledged assistance 
for the necessary logistics in the form of hardware and 
increased mobility. Discussions between the two sides 
are expected to continue today after which the U.S. team 
will visit Ghana to confer with President Rawlings. The 
U.S. has pledged assistance to ECOMOG to the tune 
of $30 million, and negotiations are now going on to 
determine the specifics of what is to be provided. 


Meanwhile, reports speak of an easy calm in Mon- 
rovia with continued looting going mostly from house 
to house. ECOMOG troops are also continuing their 
deployment throughout the city as militia factions with- 
draw from their positions in accordance with the cease- 
fire agreement reached last week. 
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Ghana: President Rawlings, U.S. Official Discuss 
Liberian Crisis 


AB2604080596 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
0600 GMT 26 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The president, Flight Lieu- 
tenant Jerry John Rawlings, yesterday held discussions 
with the U.S. deputy assistant secretary of state for 
African affairs, Mr. William Twaddell, at The Castle, 
Osu. Their discussions centered on how to solve the 
Liberian crisis and U.S. assistance to ECOMOG [Eco- 
nomic Community of West African States Cease-Fire 
Monitoring Group]. Mr. Twaddell told newsmen that 
the U.S. is ready to cooperate fully with ECOMOG for 
the realization of the Abuja Accord and the restoration 
of peace to Liberia. 


He said his country appreciates President Rawlings’ 
role as chairman of ECOWAS [Economic Community 
of West African States] to solve the problem. The 
U.S. is therefore finding ways of making available 
$30 million to ECOMOG to help fulfill its ambitions 
through creating safe havens and for disarmament and 
demobilization. Mr. Twaddell hoped that the faction 
leaders would respect the Abuja Accord for the benefit 
of Liberians who have, as he put it, suffered so much. 


Ghana: Sierra Leonean President Gives Briefing on 
Rawlings Meeting 
AB2504161696 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 


Corporation Radio Network in English 
1300 GMT 25 Apr 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The president of Sierra Leone, 
Mr. Tejan Kabbah, has briefed newsmen in Accra after 
closed-door discussions with the president, Flight Lieu- 
tenant JJ. Rawlings. President Kabbah said his country 
will need some form of assistance from ECOWAS [Eco- 
nomic Community of West African States} to monitor 
the cease-fire in Sierra Leone. 


He stated that in his discussions with the RUF [Rev- 
Olutionary United Front] leader, Mr. Foday Sankoh, in 
Cote d'Ivoire, he made him to understand the problems 
and issues confronting Sierra Leone. He expressed the 
hope that Mr. Sankoh would cooperate with his gov- 
ernment. On Mr. Sankoh's claim that the RUF does not 
recognize President Kabbah's government, he said it is 
Sierra Leoneans and the international community who 
have to show that recognition. 


President Kabbah said President Rawlings stressed that 
ECOWAS will not shirk its responsibilities to Sierra 
Leone if the need arises. According to him, President 
Rawlings asserted that the rights and aspirations of 
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Sierra Leoneans must be the cardinal principle in 
the current circumstance. President Kabbah and his 
delegation have since left the country. 


Liberia 
Liberia: ECOMOG Deploys Troops lato Areas of 
Fighting 


AB2504184596 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 25 Apr 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The deals scratched together 
at the end of last week by ECOWAS [Economic Com- 
munity of West African States), the United Nations, 
and the United States to end we chaos and destruc- 
tion in Monrovia, the Liberian capital, have taken 
some time to take effect. Skirmishes have continued in 
the suburbs between Krahn supporters of wanted fac- 
tion leader Roosevelt Johnson and militias of Alhaji 
Kromah and Charles Taylor. Krahn fighters of Johnson's 
ULIMO-J [United Liberation Movement for Democracy 
in Liberia-Johnson) and the Liberia Peace Council have 
continued to take shelter in the Barclay Training Cea- 
ter, headquarters of the Armed Forces of Liberia, AFL, 
and the peace process still seems to be much more of a 
dream that reality. The least part of the truce agreement 
is beginning to happen with the deployment of ECO- 
MOG [ECOWAS Cease-Fire Monitoring Group) forces 
into areas where there has been fighting. From Mon- 
rovia, Nyenati Allison telexed this report: 


Dozens of west African peacekeeping troops began 
redeploying around the eastern district of Jaleh Town in 
Monrovia one day after clashes between rival factions 
in the area. The ECOMOG troop movements into Jaleh 
Town followed the withdrawal of Roosevelt Johnson's 
supporters from the area. NPFL militias who have been 
occupying parts of the main boulevard linking central 
Monrovia to the eastern Sinkor suburb have also pulled 
back. Johnson's forces started their withdrawal last nigit 
after negotiations with an BCOWAS delegation which 
returned to Monrovia two days ago to boost up peace 
efforts. 


creation of a safe corridor to allow them to return to 


the wake of a refusal by 
of Liberia to continue giving sanctuary to Johnson's 


report may 
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ULIMO-] fighters at the Barclay Training Center, where 
they have been holed up since the start of the fighting 
in Monrovia. 


Sources close to the AFL high command say that the 
presence of armed supporters of Roosevelt Johnson and 
those of the LPC faction in the Barclay Training Center 
has been causing problems for the AFL. The AFL's 
disenchantment with ULIMO-J and LPC forces marks 
a big shift in policy since the start of factional fighting 
which pitted AFL, ULIMO-J, and the LPC against an 
alliance of forces loyal to Alhaji Kromah and Charles 
Taylor. 


Liberia: UN Special Eavoy Discusses Situation in 
Country 


AB2604112596 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 26 Apr 96 


(From the “Network Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Well, for the time being, the 
cease-fire in Liberia's capital, Monrovia, appears to be 
holding. Last week, as it was being negowated, another 
peace initiative got under way quietly with the arrival 
in Monrovia of one of Africa's most experienced diplo- 
mats, James Jonah of Sierra Leone [Interim Nationa! 
Electoral Commission chairman]. He was there as the 
UN secretary general's special envoy to Liberia. Well, 
Dr. Jonah ended his visit yesterday, and back in Free- 
town, Pete Lewinstein called him up and asked him 
what had been the aim of his mission. 


(Begin recording} (Jonah) Well, my mission was not to 
really tackle the present crisis but look beyond it and 
to determine what should be done to move the process 
forward, to look at the UN operation on the ground, to 
look at the role of ECOMOG [Economic Community of 
West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group], and 
the ways the ECOWAS [Economic Community of West 
African States) peace agreement is being implemented 
in Liberia. 


(Lewinstein) You arrived at a very delicate time, obvi- 
ously a very difficult time. Were you able to draw any 
conclusions, to make a clear assessment of how things 
should proceed once this current crisis is out of the way’ 


(Jonah) | got....fpauses] gained the impression that 
(?while) the Liberians have the capacity to deal with 
the problem, yet one can also feel a feeling of despair 
because of the enormous difficulties ahead if we are to 
achieve a durable peace. 


(Lewinstein} When you say they seem to have a capacity 
to move forward, what exactly do you mean? What did 
you ascertain? 


owners. 
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{Jonah} Well, the issue of the [word indistinct] and 
the hostages, and the armed elements was not easy to 
handle, and I was impressed by the way the matter was 
tackled and, at least, resolved partially. 


[Lewinstein} Long term, though, how do you see the 
way forward? It's often portrayed outside Liberia as a 
sort of power struggle among strong personalities. Is 
that the way it seemed to you? 


{Jonah} Well, the first thing I think we all have to 
bear in mind is that the situation in Liberia is far 
more complicated than people can imagine. You have a 
Situation of so many armed elements — well-armed — 
with, in many cases, specific control over certain areas 
of Liberia. In fact, it reminds me in a way of Mogadishu 
and Somalia, whcre you have so many armed elements 
running the streets. It is very, very difficult to maintain 
law and order and to attain peace. 


[Lewinstein} Will you be making any specific preposals 
to the [UN] secretary general? 


{Jonah} Well, yes. | will be proceeding within a week 
to meet with President Rawlings of Ghana, who is the 
current chairman of ECOWAS, and then participate in 
the Committee of Nine meetings, and possibly also go 
to Abuja to meet with President Abacha and then on to 
New York. [end recording] 


Sierra Leone 


Sierra Leone: RUF Spokesman Complains About 
Cease-Fire Violations 


AB2504195496 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 25 Apr 96 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Since the RUF (Revolutionary 
United Front] rebels in Sierra Leone declared a cease- 
fire in the five-year civil war last month, there has 
been a string of reports claiming rebels have violated it. 
Especially in the north of the country, there have been 
claims that rebels have committed appalling atrocisies 
against the civilian population, torturing, maiming, 
and attacking local people, and making off with their 
food and belongings. The RUF denies it's been them, 
and now RUF Spokesman Faya Musa has called us 
up from Abidjan to make some complaints against 
government troops. He claims they violated the cease- 
fire even during this week's talks between President 
Tejan Kabbah and RUF leader Foday Sankoh. Josephine 
Hazely asked Faya Musa what his allegations were. 


[Begin recording] [Musa] While we were in Yamous- 
soukro trying to put this actual peace is place, soldiers 
from the government moved from their original loca- 
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tions to occupy Rotifunk in the Moyamba District, and 
while moving there they fired a lot of RPG's (Rocket- 
Propelled Grenade}, which has caused a lot of panic 
among the civilian population there. 


{Hazely] Why do you see that as violation of the cease- 
fire, were they fighting you or what? 


[Musa] Th., don’t need to fight people. They don't even 
need to attack positions. What we want the people to 
enjoy now is the actual silence of the gun, but they have 
Started using actual artillery again. They are launching 
all over and this will lead to the death of confidence in 
the civilians for whatever we promised them as a cease- 
fire and a peace of mind. 


{Hazely] Why are you so particular about those civilians 
in Rofifunk? 


[Musa] I am not particular about civilians in Roufunk. | 
am particular about civilians in Sierra Leone as a whole. 
What has started in Rotifunk may spread all over the 
country again, which is our fear. 


{Hazely] The government might say the RUF is (words 
indistinct] because you have been violating the cease- 
fire in Mabourka in the north for some time now, 
according to reports. 


[Musa] That is a very, very false information. It 1s the 
same game that they play in order to see that cease-fire 
programs are sabotaged. Those issues are put forward so 
that cease-fire programs are sabotaged. Those who want 
to develop confidence in the cease- fires lose confidence 
and get discouraged about the whule thing. That's what 
they do most times. No RUF combatant ever violated 
any cease-fire. In fact, all of them are in their positions 
and only what they look for is food [words indistinct]. 


(Hazely] Well, there is an admission there that you have 
been violating the cease-fire because one of the reports 
we get said that these RUF men go into villages and 
take away the food of people by force. 


[Musa] That has never been the practice of the RUF at 
all. 


(“lazely] Right, you say you have not violated the cease- 
fire but the reports we have got were very precise. They 
talk of the atrocities committed against women, pregnant 
women, and boys being forced to go and join the RUF. 
I mean you are not clean in this matter either, are you” 


{(Musa} What I want you to understand is that raping 
and that kind of thing are not done by the RUF at all. 
It is the law within the RUFSL [Revolutionary United 
Front of Sierra Leone]. Raping is [against] a law within 
the RUFSL. If you rape you will be executed, and that 
up from the time I knew about that one, no RUFSL 
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combatant has raped because if you do you will be 
executed. It is not the RUFSL by any means. That is 
why today we are looking for peace because we know 
that the war is supposed to come to an end now. [end 
recording] 


Sierra Leone: New President Comments on Peace 
Talks, West African Tour 


AB2504200196 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 25 Apr 96 


[From the “Focus of Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Sierra Leone's newly elected 
president, Alhaji Tejan Kabbah, has been giving a 
press conference in Freetown on his return from the 
Yamoussoukro peace talks and a trip to Nigeria. RUF 
[Revolutionary United Front] leader Foday Sankoh has 
still refused to recognize Kabbah’s government and has 
called for an interim administration and fresh elections, 
though he has agreed to more talks and an extension 
of the cease-fire. Well, it seems President Kabbah is 
prepared to make some concessions as Victor Sylver 
reports in this telex from Freetown: 


President Kabbah said this afternoon that he would not 
he against a power-sharing deal with the RUF rebels 
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if that is what it would take to bring lasting peace to 
Sierra Leone. He said that when he and Foday Sankoh 
first met earlier this week in Ivory Coast (Cote d'Ivoire), 
Mr. Sankoh was initially reticent, but after more than 
two hours of what he called heart-to-heart talks, the 
rebel leader relaxed and agreed to work for peace. 
The president said: I have no doubt in my mind that 
Foday Sankoh is really tired of the war. From what | 
gathered, he was very much concerned with the fate of 
his followers after peace is consolidated. 


The president went on to say the current cease-fire in 
Sierra Leone would continue indefinitely and that he 
would return to Yamoussoukro in the Ivory Coast next 
week (o finalize a document that would shore up a peace 
agreement. The president went on to announce that the 
governments of the U.S.A. and Britain have agreed 
to help fund an OAU cease-fire monitoring team in 
Sierra Leone. One of the most popular announcements 
President Kabbah made was to say that the money 
that would normally be spent on celebrations in State 
House for Saturday's Independence Day will, instead be 
distributed to the authorities in Bo, Kanema, Makeni, 
and Freetown to feed the poor and needy. 
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